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ADDERBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Date of Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 25 June 2019

Agenda ltem Number ltem 16

Author Diane Bratt

Title of Report Boreholes in Adderbury Cemetery

Summary Advice has been obtained verbally (tel conversation with

Chairman) from Geoprobe Environmental Ltd (Company
who did survey for Yarnton PC).

They said: ‘Ground water varies considerably even in short
distance/ may get springs appearing/especially when
dealing with mudstone/maristone (which Adderbury
is)/dealing with variations of groundwater which could be as
close as a few yards.

Will cost a ‘small fortune’ to check really closely due to
geology etc (will need lots of boreholes). Could do a few
holes in winter but will probably find water anyway/ given
fact that this area has a lot of streams and ditches we will
find water all over the place/ ground water is everywhere so
not easy to deal with this situation.

Could pay for one day (£650 +vat) for a few holes which we
then monitor but it will only really tell us what we already
know (his words)'.

A 2" company, Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Cansultants,
wanted more details (map/ plan etc) before quoting

Recommendation

The PC agrees to monitor the situation and continue to
follow the revised burial policy to avoid areas which may
have a high water table.

The Clerk and Chairman be authorised to look into the
marking out of suitable grave spaces in the cemetery.

The PC should investigate how many years of burials the
cemetery potentially has (rough estimate is 24 years in
section 3 plus some in section 4) and consider measures to
acquire future burial land elsewhere, as per Policy AD21 of
the Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan.

Reasons for the Recommendation

The PC needs quotes (3 if possible) and the advice so far
does not suggest much advantage in doing boreholes to tell
us what we already know.

If it is agreed that there is actually the required need the PC
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should understand the process by which further land for
burials may be achieved.

Impact on Budget

None at present

Risks None currently but the PC should consider how much
suitable space remains in the Cemetery and how to best
manage it.

Background The PC has been aware for some time that the south west

area of the cemetery (part of section 4) has a high water
table, making it difficult to use for double depth graves.
The PC has taken mitigating measures: 1. The field drainage
ditch on the south side has been cleared. 2. The Council’s
policy for burials has been changed to stop burials in this
part of section 4, until we have more detail, and to have
burials in section 3 only.

Notably Yarnton PC have also taken much the same
decisions as APC (see point 14 Yarnton mins).

The advice to the Chairman so far does not encourage
spending funds at this stage.

Supporting documents; advice,
reports etc should always be
attached to the report and listed
here

Plan of cemetery plots. (attached last PC meeting)
Information from Yarnton PC. (attached)
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Rules, Regulations and
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(Undertakers /Memorial Masons™ Version)

REGULATIONS
to be observed in the Cemetery at Adderbury

The area to be used for graves is divided into grave spaces distinguished by convenient numbers, so that
the position can be readily determined, and a corresponding plan is kept on which each grave is shown.

The grave spaces for the burial of persons above 12 years of age are in measurement 3.0 metres by 1.20
metres. Those for the burial of children under 12 years of age are 2.0 metres by 1.0 metres.

A Register of graves is kept in which the name, age and date of burial of each person is registered.

Nobody must be buried in any vault or walled grave unless the coffin be separately entombed in an air-
tight manner that is by properly cemented stone or brick work which will never be disturbed.

Only one body will be buried in a grave at one time unless the bodies be those of members of the same
family.

No un-walled grave will be re-opened within 14 years after the burial of a person above 12 years of age
or within 8 years after the burial of a child under 12 years of age, unless for the purpose of burying
another member of the same family, in which case a layer of earth of not less than 15 centimetres in
thickness will be left undisturbed above the last buried coffin. If on re-opening a grave any annoyance
to the sense of smelling be perceptible, the soil will not be disturbed. In no case will any human
remains ever be removed from a grave.

No coffin must be buried in any unwalled grave within one metre of the ordinary level of the ground
unless it contains the body of a child under 12 years of age, when it must be not less than 60 centimetres
below that level.

All graves are to be dug to a depth of 2.0 metres, except those for children under 12 years of age, and
graves for three interments shall be dug to a depth of 2.45 metres.

Grave spaces for the interment of ashes are to be a maximum of 1.0 metres by 1.0 metres.

Undertakers must ensure that gravediggers do not place any earth or soil removed into the drainage
ditch on the southern boundary of section III of the Cemetery.

Grave spaces will be used in rotation. All graves are suitable to be dug as double depth graves. Should
any stone be encountered during the grave digging process, it will be the undertakers' responsibility to
ensure the necessary equipment is used to remove the stone. This will be at the cost of the undertaker,
not the Parish Council. No two adjacent grave spaces will be allocated instead of a double plot due to
the undertakers' not being able to remove the stone.

The Parish Council agreed on 15 September 2009 not to continue with reserving plots. For those plots
previously reserved a time limit of fifteen years will be imposed, after which the reservation will lapse

unless renewed. Responsibility for renewal will rest with the person reserving the plot.

All applications concerning the cemetery are to be made to the Chairman or the Clerk of the Parish
Council.

The Cemetery is opened for the admission of persons to walk in the footpaths and to inspect the graves
subject to the Regulations and Restrictions of the Parish Council.

No cycles and no dogs or other animals except guide dogs are permitted to enter the Ground at any
time.
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(Undertakers /Memorial Masons’ Version)

A Plan of the Ground, indicating the grave spaces used and unused, may be seen at the Office of the
Clerk to the Parish Council.

To facilitate maintenance and mowing, the Parish Council will not permit any kerbstone of any
description. Similarly, no memorial, jar or vase shall be placed on the turfed area.

Planting or cultivation on the turfed surface of the grave space will not be permitted. This area must in
all respects and at all times be left undisturbed. The Council reserves the right to prune, cut down, dig
up or remove any trees, shrubs, or plants as they may consider necessary or desirable.

All proposed inscriptions are to be sent to the Clerk for approval by the Council, and in no case is any
Stone or other erection to be placed in the Cemetery without the written authority of the Clerk to the
Parish Council.

Only Headstones and Crosses will be allowed and they must not exceed 1.0 metres in height. A base of
stone or concrete not exceeding 60 centimetres long by 1.10 metres wide will be allowed with a
minimum thickness of 7.5 centimetres, but thicker where required and this must finish flush with the
ground.

The concrete base at the back and sides of the Stones and Crosses shall be 15 centimetres wide to allow
for mowing.

Oval, round or square porcelain cameos may be inserted in headstones provided they do not exceed
8cm by 10cm. Details of any proposed cameo must be sent to the Clerk for approval by the Council.

In the area set aside for the interment of Ashes only memorial tablets, not exceeding 0.5 metres long by
0.5 metres wide, will be allowed. These must finish flush with the ground.

The maintenance of a memorial stone is the responsibility of the family of the deceased person for 99
years as from the date of purchase of the grave. In cases of neglect to repair memorials erected for five
years or more, notice will be sent to the owner or his/her representative (where the address is known)
and, if not executed within the given time limit, the Council will take responsibility for remedial works
as are necessary for public safety. This may include the laying down or removal of the headstone.

The Cemetery is provided by Adderbury Parish Council for parishioners only
or those who have a significant link to the village (the significant link will be

approved at the discretion of the Clerk to the Parish Council and Chairman of

the Parish Council).
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